Materials required for Acrylic Art classes.

Many of these objects can be found in the following places.
The $2 shop at Tunstall Square near the Chemist warehouse. They also have a selection of canvases and most of the requirements. 
The $2 shop at the Pines near Kmart.
Online at Riot art (they have good sales)or the art shed or any online art store. 
Bunnings

· 8 or more Acrylic Paints including black and white (see below)
· 1 A4 Canvas pad
· 1 large visual diary or scrap book
· 1 Acrylic Gloss Medium
· 6 Assorted paint brushes (for example 50mm and 38mm large paint brushes and assorted smaller. i.e. size 18, and smaller ones.) 
· 1 Backboard and tape (see below) 
· 1 or more Stretched Canvas 
· 2 Plastic Palette knives and 2 or more plastic scrapers. Various sizes. 
· 1 pad of disposable paint palettes or paper plates to mix paint on
· Miscellaneous items - see below. 

1. PAINT.  Tubes of acrylic paint in your choice of colours including black, brown and white.  Primary colours red, yellow, dark blue will allow you to mix a lot of colours.  I suggest also adding green, orange, brown, black and 2 whites. You will use more white than other colours. You can add any other colours you would like.  Student grade paint is perfectly acceptable.  There is no need to buy expensive paint.  You are better to use cheaper paint freely than feel bad about “wasting” expensive paint. 
2. SURFACE.  At least one stretched canvas of the size you would like to paint on.  This can even be a series of small ones.  An A4 canvas pad from mont marte to practice on and make small paintings for framing.  If you are aiming for a large canvas it is better to avoid the ones with thin sides as they tend to warp over time. 
3. VISUAL DIARY.  A large visual diary or inexpensive scrap book of any kind that will be big enough to allow you to practice the strokes as you learn them before committing to your canvas pad or stretched canvas. 
4. BRUSHES.  A selection of 6 acrylic paint brushes of various sizes is useful.  There is no need to get expensive brushes.  You can go to the hardware shop for larger sized paint brushes (you may have some already) and get a variety of smaller sizes from a $2 store or riot art or Bunnings or office works etc.  Mont Marte taklon brushes are good and available from a variety of places.  See below. When thinking about the size of paintbrushes, think about the size of the painting you want to do.  Larger paintings need at least one large brush.  
5. ACRYLIC GLOSS MEDIUM. Gloss medium is added to your paint to extend the open time before drying.  It enhances the colour and keeps it looking rich and glossy once the paint has dried. Any brand is fine.  Mont marte have one that is reasonably priced and available from riot art.  Artelier gloss varnish can also be added to your paint as a gloss medium if you can’t find one. Don’t get gloss gel as that is something different. 
6. BACKBOARD AND TAPE.  You will need something to tape your pieces of canvas pad on for easy handling while you paint.  A piece of hardboard is great but even a piece of cardboard box will do.  Make sure it is bigger than the A4 canvas pad. You will need a roll of painting tape that is easy to pull off. You can get this from the $2 shop or hardware shop.  If you decide you want to paint straight on to stretched canvas and skip the canvas pads that is fine and you won’t need the board.
7. MISCELLANEOUS.  You will need two or three containers with a wide mouth for water and cleaning your brushes. Large used yoghurt containers are good.  Paper towel, scissors, a couple of plastic palette knives.  These are for mixing the paint and doing palette knife painting. They can often be purchased in packets. Paper or plastic plates, or a pad of disposable paint palettes to mix paint on.  A pencil and a rubber.
8. PAINT SCRAPERS.  Various sizes of cheap plastic paint scrapers that can be found in the $2 shop or Bunnings etc.  They are often used for grouting.  

